                     SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

The spiritual gifts mentioned in I Corinthians chapters 12-14 existed for the 1st century Christians, and ceased to exist after the last Christian which had this special measure of the Holy Spirit died, and the church became complete (perfect, mature) by having the complete word of God.

I Cor 12:1 - God does not want us to be ignorant concerning spiritual gifts.

I Cor 13:8 & 10 - States that spiritual gifts will cease

I Cor 13:10 - Spiritual gifts will cease when the church is complete or mature, or when the church has God's word to put the church in a complete or perfect state…seeing clearly. The “that” in vs 10 refers to the church being in a mature state. 

2 Tim 3:15-17 shows how God’s word can make us “Perfect”.

The word perfect here in vs 10 in greek is the same greek word as in James 1:25 for PERFECT   teleios (tel'-i-os); meaning complete (in various applications of labor, growth, mental and moral character, etc.); or completeness: 

In James 1:25 the same word “Perfect” is used to describe the bible and it’s effect to bring one to “perfection Having God's Perfect word or law of liberty (James 1:25) causes the church to be complete or mature, seeing clearly. 

How else will the church become mature or complete without God word? 

Many believe that the word ”that” in verse 10 refers to Christ, but it would have said “when he or who that is perfect is come” instead of that which denotes a condition or situation.  Also in 1 Cor 13:9-10 it speaks about us not being able to see clearly now, but with God's word, we do see clearly those things that were secret before(Matt 13:11). 

When we have God's word, then we (the church) are complete or perfect referring to what the scripture is saying " when that which is perfect is come" .

In order for the below Greek definition of the word “Perfect” to be true, we (the church) must have God's word.

PERFECT -  teleios (tel'-i-os); complete (in various applications of labor, growth, mental and moral character, etc.); or completeness:   (dereived from Strong’s Greek & Hebrew Dictionary)

     The above scriptures in 1 Cor 13-10 does not state when "HE" that is perfect, but states when "THAT" which is perfect.

I Cor 13:11 - This verse is referring to the Church being in a infant state, needing "milk", which symbolically represents the spiritual gifts.

James 1:25 - Refers to God's word as the "PERFECT" law of liberty. The word perfect in I Cor 13:10 in greek is the same as the word “perfect” in James 1:25 referring to the written word of God, the Bible, or “LOGOS” meaning doctrine in the greek.  This is important to know because Jesus was God in the flesh and the Bible refers to Jesus as the living word, but when it does it uses a different greek word when referring to the written word of God. 

James 2:12 refers to us being judged by the Perfect law of liberty, and John 12:48 states that we will be judged by the words spoken by Christ, which are found in the perfect law of liberty the bible.
I cor 2:6 refers to this version of the word perfect as meaning mature which God’s word helps us to be.

I Pet 2:2 Shows the word helps us grow

I Cor 14:20 Shows that we are to mature and be like men regarding our understanding

      If we say that we have or use these gifts today, then we are saying that we do not see clearly even though we have the perfect complete word with us today. I Cor 13:12.

Ephesians 4:13-18 refers to the time when we all come in the unity of faith

Judaism was still quite prevalent and this scriptures refers to the Jews and Christians coming together under one banner of Christ.

 (see raystedman.org/thematic-studies/body-life/the-goal-is-maturity for additional expalainations)

      The spiritual gifts mentioned in Mark 16:17 & 18 are referring to the Apostles only. Note the word "THEM" being used when speaking to the apostles, and the word "HE" being used when referring to those the apostles will teach.

      In Heb 2:4 we see spiritual gift of the Holy Spirit given according to his will. Which brings us to the question, how did a person receive the power to perform spiritual gifts and how can one receive it today?

      In answering this question, we must first acknowledge the fact that the Holy Spirit was given in different measures or amounts.

John 3:34 - States Christ had the full measure of the Holy Spirit.

        Another measure is the identified by the Apostles laying their hands on Christians, and they then being able to perform miracles.

Acts 8:18 - Proves that this measure of the Holy Spirit was given by the Apostles laying hands.

Acts 6:5-6 - Gives another example of the above.

Prior to Acts 6:8 Apostles are the only Christians that we read about performing gifts.

Acts 2:38 - States how we are to receive the Holy Spirit today, but in a measure unlike that of the apostles. The scriptures tell us what the spirit does for us today.

One may ask,” What is the definition of an apostles?" The following scriptures answer it, and one had to be an eye witness.

Acts 1:21-25 - Shows that an Apostle must have accompanied Christ, as one qualification, and Paul saw God/Jesus on the Damascus road in Acts 9:17
II Cor 11:13 - Shows there will be false apostles.

* There were also guidelines the scriptures show the 1st century Christians follows when speaking in tongues that many today don’t follow correctly, even if spiritual gift were possible today:

No matter what spiritual gift a person had, it was always controllable, for the spirit is in subjection to the one who has the gift, says I Cor 14:32

I Cor 12:27-31 If this portion of scripture was applicable today then where and how are apostles here today

I Cor 12:8-12 - Shows not everyone could speak in tongues

I Cor 12:28  - Shows speaking in tongues on the bottom of the list.

I Cor 13:1 - One must have had love when speaking in tongues.

I Cor 14:22 Tongues were for unbelievers.

I Cor 14:27 Shows that one must have an interpreter, and that prophesying is better.

I Cor 14:34 Shows women didn’t speak in the assembly thus not speaking in tounges

I Cor 12 Introduces spiritual Gifts in general

I Cor 13 Spiritual Gifts will cease and love is more important

I Cor 14 Explains details concerning speaking in tongues.

Finally I Cor 14:40 states let all things be done in an orderly fashion.

As we attempt to understand God’s word, let us allow scripture to interpret scripture and not lean to our own understanding (Proverbs 3:5).  Finally we must be honest with ourselves when studying God’s word and keep in mind we will be judged according to all we do by his word and what it teaches. May God bless you in your efforts to study and follow his word and make Heaven your home. 
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